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Increasing disaster impacts and risk 

• Economic and non-economic losses 
and damages are increasing 

• The human cost of disasters is 
shouldered by the poorest nations 

• Mortality is concentrated in very 
intensive disaster events, but still 
increasing for small-scale events 

• The majority of economic damage occurs 
in small-scale disasters; constantly 
eroding essential assets and reversing 
development gains 

• Low and middle income countries 
shoulder the burden, whilst already 
struggling to maintain development 
investments 

UNISDR (2015) Global Assessment Report. 

UNISDR (2015) Global Assessment Report. 



Context: 
•Significant progress in disaster risk management during the Hyogo Framework for 
Action 2005-2015 years: 

– Risk assessment, preparedness, early warning, and response 
•But, little progress in addressing root causes of risk (UNISDR, 2015) 
•Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (SFDRR) calls for action on 
tackling risk drivers such as poverty and inequality, unplanned urbanization, 
unsustainable natural resource use, weak institutional arrangements, non-risk-
informed policies, and climate change and variability. 

•Inequitable and unsustainable development drives risk 
 
TDDR has identified three key gaps in DRR research, practice and policy: 

1. A failure to adequately understand the complexity of vulnerability creation;  
2. A failure to be scale-appropriate and apply what is known to the scale at which change 

is required; and 
3. A fixation on the goal of “reducing” risk rather than understanding trade-offs that 

underpin decision-making processes at all levels. 
 

The limits of disaster risk reduction 



The relationship between development and disaster risk needs to 
transform 

TDDR Principles 

TDDR, taking a systems 
approach: 
•Seeks to improve understanding 
of risk creation and accumulation; 
•Aims to better integrate disaster 
risk reduction (DRR) with 
equitable, sustainable and resilient 
development; 
•With the goal of transforming the 
relationship between development 
and DRR. 

Adapted from Stephenson (1994). Disasters and Development. 



• To contribute scientific insights, guidelines and recommendations 
that underpin key international and regional policy processes in 
DRR and development, and to place not only physical but also 
socio-cultural aspects of resilience to natural hazards as a central 
focus for human development. 

• To facilitate the co-production of knowledge and 
social/institutional learning by contributing to vertical and 
horizontal multi-stakeholder processes that aim to facilitate the 
exchange of knowledge and experience between stakeholders and 
to be more inclusive of marginalized people or groups. 

• To monitor and assess progress in DRR during the first 2 years of 
implementation of SFDRR, to provide critical reflections on project 
experiences, lessons learnt and good practice, and to identify 
opportunities, challenges and limits in building equitable social-
ecological resilience. 

TDDR Policy objectives  



To work towards achieving a transformation in the relationship 
between development and disaster risk, TDDR research is 
organised as follows –  

TDDR Research 

1. Understanding development and 
disaster risk reduction 

2. Understanding equitable social-
ecological resilience 

3. Understanding adaptive processes 
for governance of social-ecological 
systems 

4. Understanding transformative 
processes in development and 
disaster risk contexts 

5. Communicating research to policy-
makers and the DRR community. 
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