
 

IRDR Young Scientists Programme Action Plan 2026 Onward 

Introduction and Overview 

The Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR) Young Scientists Programme (YSP) was 

established in 2016 to foster the next generation of disaster risk reduction (DRR) experts. The 

programme empowers early-career researchers and professionals by providing opportunities for 

capacity building, networking, and contributing to global DRR efforts aligned with the Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

To date, the programme has engaged over 200 young scientists across six batches from more than 

50 countries. Building on the IRDR Action Plan 2025-2027, this action plan for 2026 onward 

focuses on strengthening governance, mentorship, visibility, and collaborations. It aims to enhance 

the programme's impact by bridging the gap between science and technology  applications at the 

local level, promoting innovative DRR practices, and expanding global networks. Key modalities 

include governance reforms, capacity-building initiatives, and visibility-enhancing activities, 

while leveraging ongoing efforts like webinars, trainings, and partnerships with international and 

regional youth networks. 

 

Planned Actions and Expected Outcomes/Impacts 

1. Strengthening YS Governance 

• Actions:  

o Establish a co-chair system (one female and one male) with regional representatives 

and task groups to lead the programme.  

o Conduct quarterly online meetings chaired by the co-chairs, with minutes of 

meetings (MoM) documented.  

o Include young scientists as observers in IRDR Scientific Committee (SC) meetings 

to ensure youth perspectives are integrated. 

• Expected Outcomes/Impacts: Improved leadership and vitality. This will increase 

programme ownership among participants, and lead to more responsive strategies, 

ultimately strengthening the global DRR youth community and amplifying youth voices in 

IRDR governance. 

2. Mentorship and Capacity Building 

• Actions:  

o Implement a mentorship and leadership programme pairing young scientists with 

peers and mentors from the IRDR community.  



o Organize training, summer schools, and workshops through IRDR community 

especially the International Centres of Excellence (ICoEs), including proposal 

development sessions.  

• Expected Outcomes/Impacts: Enhanced skills in research, leadership, and DRR initiative 

applications. This will result in more successful grant proposals, increased publications, 

and practical DRR innovations at local, national and regional levels, closing the S&T 

implementation gap and contributing to resilient communities worldwide. 

3. Enhancing IRDR YS Visibility, Activities, and Publications 

• Actions:  

o More posts on IRDR Youth Podium, an online platform for young professionals to 

share insights and innovations through articles and videos. 

o  Quarterly IRDR Young Scientists Lumos, a webinar series for young professionals 

to share innovations with guidance from senior experts. It is suggest to align with 

at least five sessions per IRDR priority topic, incorporating additional themes like 

indigenous knowledge.  

o Develop a book or global case study series on young scientists' contributions from 

2026-2030.  

o Facilitate participation in global and regional events, such as the International Day 

for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDDR) and the 20th anniversary commemoration of 

the Yogyakarta Earthquake on 26 May 2026, in collaboration with partners.  

o Promote the programme on social media using hashtags like #IRDR and 

#IRDRYoungScientists. 

• Expected Outcomes/Impacts: Increased visibility and knowledge dissemination through 

webinars and publications. This will showcase and capitalize young scientists' work, 

inspire broader DRR adoption, and generate impactful case studies that influence policy 

and practice, fostering a culture of innovation and global awareness in DRR. 

4. Networking and Collaboration with Other Youth Networks 

• Actions:  

o Continue and leverage collaborations with networks like the U-INSPIRE Alliance.  

o Explore engagements with regional networks such as AYAB (Africa) and 

CARIDIMA (Latin America) to expand outreach and joint activities. 

• Expected Outcomes/Impacts: Strengthened global partnerships, enabling cross-regional 

knowledge exchange and joint projects. This will enhance DRR resilience-building efforts, 

align with SDGs, and empower a diverse cohort of young professionals to address 

emerging risks through inclusive, multidisciplinary approaches. 

 

 


