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A total of 383 participants from 37 countries, including 113 poster presenters, participated in the three-day Tokyo 
Conference on International Study for Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience, on 14-16 January 2015 under the 
theme, Towards a new science and technology to consolidate disaster risk reduction and sustainable 
development. Co-organised by the Science Council of Japan (SCJ), United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), IRDR and the Ito International Research Center at the University of Tokyo, the 
Conference saw leading DRR scientists, decision-makers and delegates from UN agencies and national 
governments discuss the role of the global science and technology community in disaster risk reduction to foster 
sustainable development. 

 

 

 

       

His Imperial Highness, the Crown Prince of Japan, attended the opening ceremony of the three-day conference. 
SCJ President Prof Takashi Onishi called for closer links between DRR science and solution-oriented effort to 
reduce disaster risk. Ms Margareta Wahlström, the UN’s Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Head of UNISDR, emphasised the need for more research and focus on how risk is 
generated and can be prevented and reduced by decisions and measures requiring social as well as political 
actions. The Chair of the IRDR Science Committee, Prof David Johnston (Right photo above), outlined IRDR’s 
contributions in providing effective solutions to reducing disaster risk through its four core projects and its role in 
the preparatory process leading up to the 3rd WCDRR. 
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Emphasising the Need for an Integrated Approach to Disaster Risk Research 
 

Papers by IRDR Science Committee members Prof Susan Cutter (left photo), University of South Carolina, USA, 
and Dr Shuaib Lwasa (right photo), Makerere University, Uganda, focused on the advances and practical benefits 
of an integrated approach to disaster risk reduction as practised under IRDR. While S. Cutter reviewed the 
achievements to date of IRDR’s four core projects, S. Lwasa presented research and action links from across 
Africa, showcasing numerous solutions-oriented approaches arising from DRR research already implemented.  
 

     
 
At the closing session, Prof. T. Koike, Chair of IRDR Japan, summarised discussions throughout the conference and 
the input they provided for the Tokyo Statement and Draft Action Agenda. The concluding session called for: 
• Better interaction between science, policy-makers and practitioners so as to make use of the latest scientific 

knowledge on disasters, and enhance capabilities for uptake and co-creation of useful those scientific 
findings;  

• Stronger role of S&T communities in ISDR National Platforms, as fora for these interactions, in order to better 
incorporate science and technology into practice; and  

• Closer links between DRR science, sustainability research, environmental sciences and earth observations 
technologies, in order to promote inter- and trans-disciplinary approaches for human well-being. 

 
Japan proposed a number of action lines – many with global outreach and engagement- for their national 
agencies and associations, such as JICA, JAXA or also business associations and foundations. 
 
More information about the Tokyo Conference 

 

In his presentation entitled “Integrated Research to Reduce Risk and Sustain Development,” ICSU President Prof 
Gordon McBean emphasised ICSU’s strategy to foster co-design, co-production and co-delivery of new 
knowledge under its programmes in the domain of DRR and sustainability science. He stressed the need for 
concrete commitments of the S&T communities for the post-2015 framework on DRR and elaborated on the 
4+2 action lines proposed which revolve around the issue of assessment, synthesis, advisory work and 
monitoring capabilities, as well as communication and capacity building. 

 

 

Tokyo Conference Calls for Greater S&T Inclusion in 
Disaster Risk Reduction for Sustained Development (cont’d) 
 

http://monsoon.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/AWCI/TokyoConf/en/index.htm


 

 

  

 

 

 

Having led the delegations of the UN-appointed Scientific and Technological Communities Major Group 
(STMG) during the open and expert meetings throughout summer and autumn 2014 on behalf of ICSU, IRDR 
also played a key role at the 2nd Preparatory Committee meeting for the 3rd World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (WCDRR) which convened on 17 to 18 November 2014 at the UN in Geneva. Member States 
continued negotiating the zero draft for the post-2015 framework document on disaster risk reduction and 
heard further input from the STMG. Next to the plenary statement delivered by the IRDR Executive Director, 
IRDR SC Member Virginia Jiménez Díaz from Venezuela, representing ICSU RO for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, presented at the first co-chairs dialogue a more detailed S&T statement, focusing on the linkages 
between sustainable development policies and DRR. Virginia Murray delivered the STMG statement on targets 
and indicators; another statement was given by the group on financing disaster risk reduction. 
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IRDR and negotiations towards the post-2015 
   

At the second co-chairs’ dialogue with the Major Groups, IRDR 
SC Vice-Chair Dr Shuaib Lwasa spoke on possible voluntary 
commitments of STMG members for the post-2015 framework, 
elaborating on the STMG consensus on 4+2 action lines.  

 Virginia Jimenez at the Co-Chairs Dialogue of WCDRR Prepcom 2 (Source: Fabio Chironi/UNISDR) 
 
These could include:  

• Building closer partnerships and better communication to enhance the use of S&T knowledge for 
evidence-based decision-making at all levels of government;  

• Engaging to help strengthen capacity-building and to advance risk literacy through curricular reform in 
professional training and by life-long learning across all sectors of society;  

• Advancing the power of analytical tools to assess our knowledge of underlying risk drivers for more 
effective monitoring and review;  

• Offering advisory capabilities across all fields of science, technology and innovation to address, jointly with 
communities, stakeholders and governments, issues that are relevant to them; and  

• Proposing models for co-design of research that will involve all relevant actors, but which will also require 
new forms of funding and academic reward systems.  

The STMG urged delegates to help build and strengthen a broad partnership between science, practitioners 
and policy-makers in order to implement evidence-based decision-making on disaster risk reduction.  For this, 
enhanced research and higher education structures are deemed necessary (Read the STMG Statement here). 

A third session of the PrepComm is now scheduled for Sendai, Japan, on 13 March 2015; it will consider and 
transmit the draft post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction to the World Conference. See also:  

• Open-Ended Negotiation Meetings from December 2014  to January 2015 
• Preparatory Committee, second session, 17-18 November 2014 (concluded)   

 

 

http://www.preventionweb.net/files/globalplatform/scienceandtechnologyinputtotechnica.pdf
http://www.wcdrr.org/preparatory/negotiations
http://www.wcdrr.org/preparatory/prepcom2
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IRDR and regional preparations for 3rd WCDRR   

2nd ISDR Asia Partnership meeting 2014 (IAP)  

The 2nd IAP Meeting in 2014 was held on 2 to 4 December 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand. Participants discussed 
the way forward from the 6th Asian Ministerial Conference; preparations towards the 3rd WCDRR; and most 
importantly measures to implement the post 2015 framework adoption and implementation. 

 

Since 2007, the IAP has emerged as the support mechanism for the Asia Regional Platform for DRR and has 
been meeting twice a year. The implementation of the commitments made in the 6th Asian Ministerial 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction last June 2014 also requires to be aligned with the future direction of 
the upcoming post 2015 DRR framework to be adopted in March 2015.  

In IAP, IRDR had been invited to co-chair the Asian Science, Technology and Academia stakeholder group, 
jointly with the Higher Education network AUEDM. Co-chair Rajib Shaw (Kyoto, Japan) gave an account of 
implementation activities in the HE sector. 

See background documents:  Bangkok Declaration-6th AMCDRR, Annex X: Science, Technology and Academia 
Stakeholders 

 

            
 

The ISDR Asia Partnership (IAP) is an informal multi-
stakeholder forum with the role to facilitate 
implementation of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and the 
Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in the Asia region. It 
was launched in 2004 and subsequently expanded in 2007 
to include regional inter-governmental organizations, 
governments, civil society organizations, UN and 
international organizations, bilateral and multilateral 
donors. 

 

Towards a new approach to the role of science in the post-2015 DRR framework  
                

 

http://6thamcdrr-thailand.net/6thamcdrr/Portals/0/Final%20Bangkok%20Declaration%20-6%20AMCDRR%20-final%2026%20June-0800%20hours.pdf
http://6thamcdrr-thailand.net/6thamcdrr/Portals/0/Annex%2010%20-%20Science%20Tech%20and%20Academia%20Final%2026%20June%202014.pdf
http://6thamcdrr-thailand.net/6thamcdrr/Portals/0/Annex%2010%20-%20Science%20Tech%20and%20Academia%20Final%2026%20June%202014.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/isdr.jpg
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Working Group Activities 
Assessment of Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (AIRDR): new reports 

The chair of the AIRDR Working Group Susan Cutter, Director of the IRDR International Centre of Excellence on 
Vulnerability and Resilience Metrics, at the University of South Carolina, USA, announced at the recent IRDR SC 
meeting the imminent release of three new AIRDR reports, commissioned by UNISDR as input to expert 
meetings preparing the 2015 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction (GAR15). The reports refer in 
particular to the section of that addresses the “Future of Disaster Risk Management”. They cover: 

• The identification of incentives that may constitute tipping points for behavioural change towards 
prospective disaster risk management and risk-sensitive choices at a significant scale (increasing the political, 
social and economic saliency of disaster risk management). 

• The notion of transformative development and the positive externalities it signifies for risk reduction, control 
and increased resilience. 

• The implications of the findings from the above two concerns for governance: structural institutional 
arrangements and agency within and between different social sectors. 

           

 

 

 
 

 

The methodological approach used has been documented in a Guide to Assessing the Integrated Research in 
Disaster Risk. While highlighting the limitations of covering solely English-language literature, the Guide was 
developed to facilitate a more inclusive review of integrated research on disaster risk. It is envisaged that similar 
systematic reviews of local and regional research contributions will be produced for other languages adding up, 
gradually, to a global synthesis. Initial expressions of interests to participate in the project have been received 
from institutions in Latin America, Japan and China. More on AIRDR 

 Disaster Loss Data (DATA) 
 
From 23 to 24 October 2014, the fourth meeting of the EU Loss Data Working Group convened in Brussels, 
Belgium and was attended by DATA co-chairs Daniele Ehrlich and Sisi Zlatanova. The meeting aimed at 
reviewing the progress and defining a roadmap towards EU guidelines and minimum standards for recording 
disaster loss data and to evaluate the IRDR Peril Classification and Hazard Glossary in its development (See link 
of the publication).  

 
 
 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/27/airdr-report-no-1/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/27/airdr-report-no-1/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/airdr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/03/28/irdr-peril-classification-and-hazard-glossary/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/03/28/irdr-peril-classification-and-hazard-glossary/
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Working Group Activities (cont’d) 

 

Risk Interpretation and Action (RIA) 
 

The Working Group expanded its network in 2014, with the inclusion of the 25 World Social Science (WSS) 
Fellows who had participated in the first WSS seminar, “Risk Interpretation and Action: Decision-making under 
conditions of uncertainty” held in New Zealand last December 2013. Four of the projects were awarded funding 
from IRDR’s International Centre of Excellence Taipei in collaboration with START and ISSC, to complete their 
research in the course of 2014:  

1. Building More Resilient Megacities in the Developing World: Exploring the Case Studies of Mexico City, 
Beijing, Lagos and New Delhi (with a team of researchers from China, India, Mexico and Nigeria);  

2. Integrating Indigenous Knowledge into Decision- and Policy-Making for Disaster Risk Reduction (with a 
team of researchers from China, Nigeria, New Zealand and USA);  

3. Multi-Scale Policy Implementation for Natural Hazard Risk Reduction: Preliminary Results (with a team 
of researchers from Mexico, New Zealand, Norway and Taiwan); and  

4. Communication Influences on Decision-Making in Disaster Recovery and Reconstruction: Implications 
for RIA Framework (with a team of researchers from India, New Zealand, Uganda, USA and Taiwan). 

 
 

On 10 November 2014, DATA co-chair, Susan Cutter, and the IRDR Executive Director participated remotely in 
the expert meeting on targets and indicators group during the open meetings preparing for the 
intergovernmental agreements to be discussed at the 3rd WCDRR.  

Towards the end of 2014, the working group completed the first draft of a conceptual framework for human 
impacts based on the CRED/Munich Re/Swiss Re white paper, “Working Paper 264: Disaster Category 
Classification and Peril Terminology for Operations Purposes”, using simplified schema and definitions. The draft 
will be discussed at a meeting with stakeholders in early 2015, after which a revised version will be published. 

AIRDR and DATA co-chair Susan Cutter and other SC executive members were also involved in continuing work 
of the ICSU Ad Hoc Expert Group that produced an analysis of the state of the art of DRR science for use in 
assessment, monitoring and review. In the same spirit if wider partnerships, DATA – as pioneering project -  also 
joined an initiative launched by ICSU and the European Commission (Joint Research Centre) for closer 
collaboration on indicator development in the contiguous areas of disaster loss, humanitarian intervention and 
sustainable development.   

 

During the 1st meeting of the UNESCAP-convened Expert Group on Disaster-related Statistics in Asia and the 
Pacific (Sendai, Japan, 27 to 29 October 2014) the IRDR DATA Glossary was used as a reference baseline for 
formats currently in use or under development. Attended by DATA co-chair Daniele Ehrlich and the IRDR 
Executive Director R. Klein, the meeting worked towards a consensus on principles and criteria for defining 
classifying disaster events, their occurrence and human and material impacts, and developed an ambitious 
work-plan towards determining a basic range of disaster-related statistics.  
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Working Group Activities (cont’d) 

 Two webinars of Project #2 were organised on 15 and 18 December 2014, with additional support by START.  

 

  

 
                

           
               
                    

                
           

 

Forensic Investigations of Disasters (FORIN) 

The “FORIN Assessment, Revision and Update Workshop” was held in Paris, France, on 10-12 November 
resulting in a more focused outline with intersecting and cross-cutting themes for the methodological guide 
FORIN 2.0. Led by IRDR SC Member and FORIN Chair Anthony Oliver-Smith, with additional funding from 
UNISDR, reviewed critiques of the existing framework received during workshops in Mexico and Asia, in the 
context of an EU project, and lessons learnt in applications such as the case studies. Tailin Huang from the 
National Cheng-Kung University in Taiwan shared the learning from Typhoon Morakot experience (Synthesizing 
the Societal Disturbance from Typhoon Morakot – Learning from Typhoon Experience) and Charlotte Kendra 
Gotangco Castillo from the Manila Observatory in Ateneo de Manila University also shared “Harmonizing 
FORIN for climate change adaptation & disaster risk management to develop multi-sectoral narratives for 
Metro Manila”.  

 

 

 

 

Workshop participants and SC members also 
began working on an account of FORIN 
success stories for the use of policy-makers 
and funders, highlighting the transformative 
impact of FORIN beyond academia.  

 

Download the presentations here 

 

 

Victor Ogbonnaya Okorie facilitated the discussion on “Rural and Urban Dilemmas: 
Coping with disasters in the aftermath of 2012 flood in Nigeria”; his current research 
activities focus on pollution, plunder and disasters reduction in postcolonial West 
Africa’s survival and residential spaces. 

Marie-Ange Baudoin, a Fellow of the Resilience Academy (UNU-EHS), facilitated the 
discussion on “Building Resilience under a Changing Climate”; her PhD work in 
Environmental Sciences at the Free University of Brussels in 2012 assessed climate 
vulnerability and adaptation capacity among farmer’s communities in Benin. 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/20141110_Disaster-Causality_Tailin-Huang.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/20141110_Disaster-Causality_Tailin-Huang.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Using-FORIN-Metro-Manila.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Using-FORIN-Metro-Manila.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Using-FORIN-Metro-Manila.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/12/forin/
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ICoE Taipei 

 

The ICoE Taipei International Advisory Board (IAB), 
as well as guests and partners, met on 20 October 
2014. The IAB heard about the progress of 
international capacity programmes, conducted in 
partnership with START and others, as well as the 
measures taken to strengthen the national DRR 
landscape. The Visiting Scientists programme, 
funded by the supporting local Academy of 
Sciences for 2014, resulted in a new programme on 
systems approaches to flood risk management. The 
Visiting Scientists Programme is open also for 2015. 
The Board meeting also discussed the proposal of a 
flagship project to better connect IRDR knowledge 
creation to DRR needs in municipal administrations. 

 

In November 2014, the ICoE co-hosted the 2nd World 
Social Science Fellows seminar under the title 
“Transformations to Sustainability in Urban Contexts”, 
jointly with the Comparative Research Programme on 
Poverty (CROP) and the Urbanization and Global 
Environmental Change (UGEC) project. 21 early/mid-
career researchers discussed new inter-disciplinary 
perspectives on social transformations to sustainability 
in urban contexts:  More information 

ICoE Taipei, in collaboration with the International 
Union of Psychological Science, the ICSU Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific and others organised 
the latest in the series of workshops on “Psychological 
Intervention after Disasters” (PIAD) on 8–11 December 
2014 in Mianyang, Sichuan Province, China. Co-
organizers include the Chinese Psychological Society, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, the UNU International 
Institute for Global Health, Jacobs Foundation and the 
Center for Applied Developmental Science, Friedrich 
Schiller University, Jena, Germany. The workshop is 
part of a series of similar workshops dealing with 
psychological research and practice concerning 
disasters, and how individuals and communities deal 
with disasters and its effects on their biopsychosocial 
well-being.  More information 

Locally, IcoE Taipei supports research projects on        
- Impact of climate and land-use change on 
environmental hazards and adaptation                          
- Mega-seismic risk and multi-geological disasters      
-   Open ISDM: Open Information Systems for Disaster 
Management                                                               
- Vulnerability assessment for heat wave and relevant 
adaptation strategy recommendations. 

 

 
Call for Applications: Advanced Institute on Disaster Risk Reduction and Loss Mitigation 

The 2015 Advanced Institute (AI) on Disaster Risk Reduction and Loss Mitigation will provide 15-20 early/mid-
career researchers and practitioners from Southeast Asia with enhanced understanding, skills and practical 
knowledge to reduce disaster risk and mitigate disaster losses. The 6-day intensive training is hosted and 
organized by the IRDR International Centre of Excellence in Taipei, Taiwan, in partnership with START, ICSU 
and IRDR. The deadline for applications is 20 February 2015.  More information 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/10/22/icoe-taipei/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/04/wss-fellows/
http://www.iupsys.net/events/capacity-building-workshops/index.html
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/14/icoe-taipei-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/14/icoe-taipei-3/
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IRDR ICoE on Risk Education and Learning (REaL) 

ICoE REaL builds on the success of PeriPeri U (Partners Enhancing Resilience for People Exposed to Risks) which 
over the years attracted substantial funding from USAID to support its pan-African educational, capacity-building, 
training and networking activities. Its 11 members from across the continent of the consortium have been active in 
proposing innovative training and research opportunities in the postgraduate and professional development 
sectors. In late 2014, the ICoE member university Gaston Berger at Saint-Louis, Senegal, announced the launch of 
a new French-language Masters Programme in Risk Prevention and Food Security which will start in the academic 
year 2014/2015.  

 

PeriPeriU member universities have been active, throughout 2014, in relevant policy processes across the 
continent, making up a substantial part of the S&T delegation at the deliberations of the UNISDR African Regional 
Platform in Abuja, Nigeria, that called for “the establishment of regional mechanisms that enable more active 
engagement of a wider range of science partners ... [that] can support broader efforts to establish an international 
science advisory panel for disaster risk …and to bring scientific, local and indigenous knowledge within a common 
framework of understanding.” For actions at subnational level, the policy-relevant activities where PeriPeri U 
promoted better interaction between disaster risk reduction science and local administrations included the 4th 
World Congress of United Cities and Local Governments held in Rabat, Morocco, in October 2014. 

IRDR ICoE for Risk Education and Learning (PeriPeri U) new website can be accessed here  

 

 

 

 

 

IRDR ICoE on Community Resilience: “Resilience Tool Box” accessible online 

The Resilience Toolbox is a product of Wellington’s IRDR International Centre of Excellence in Community 
Resilience. Stewarded by the Wellington Region Emergency Management Office WREMO and Massey 
University’s Joint Centre for Disaster Research (Director: David Johnston) it tries to answer the question, “How 
can communities make themselves resilient to future disasters?” 

 

http://www.resiliencetoolbox.org/ 

 

 

http://www.riskreductionafrica.org/
http://www.resiliencetoolbox.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRDR ICoE host city Wellington joins 100 Resilient Cities Network 

Wellington, supported by the Wellington region’s IRDR International Centre of Excellence for Community 
Resilience, has won a bid to be part of the international network 100 Resilient Cities. The Rockefeller Foundation 
100 Resilient Cities Centennial Challenge (RC100) was launched in 2013 to help cities around the world become 
more resilient to physical, social and economic challenges. Being part of the Resilient City Network will also 
bolster the current work being undertaken by the Wellington region’s ICoE. 
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IRDR ICoE in Risk Interpretation and Action (IRDR ICoE-RIA), London 

In November 2014, the IRDR SC endorsed the new IRDR ICoE-RIA, designating as initial chair the Centre for 
Integrated Research on Risk and Resilience (CIRRR) which is hosted by Kings College London (KCL) in the UK. 
The overall vision of the ICoE is to provide a focal point for integrated research on disaster risk and resilience, 
initially by establishing a close collaboration between three leading London research universities in the domain 
of disaster risk reduction: next to KCL, these are University College London and the London Schools for Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine. IRDR ICoE-RIA will be interested in better connecting science and its policy partners 
engaged in risk and resilience work, both in the UK and overseas, and will provide a bridge to exchange 
approaches and tools across these largely separate domains. Locally, ICoE-RIA will help connect the various 
disaster risk reduction and climate change research initiatives in London to enhance the quality of research and 
it policy relevance impact on practice.  

The ICoE will also serve to focus on and support the IRDR RIA project, structuring the ICoE along RIA’s four 
priority areas:  

1.  Decision-making for uncertainty;  
2.  Early warning systems;  
3.  Adaptive management and resilience; and  
4.  Individual perceptions and risk behaviour.  
 
Towards the end of the year, an informal meeting was held with the IRDR SC Chair and RIA Working Group co-
chairs to discuss future plans. 

 

This programme aligns with several natural hazards research projects 
in the region that are improving our understanding of the risk from 
natural hazard events and ways to build resilience. 

The Joint Centre for Disaster Research, collaboration between Massey 
University and GNS Science – is leading an international programme of 
research on building community-driven resilience. The Centre’s 
Director, Professor David Johnston, who also serves as chair of the 
global IRDR Programme, welcomes this new initiative. More 
information 

IRDR International Centres of Excellence (ICoEs) (cont’d)  

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/12/05/wremo/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/12/05/wremo/
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IRDR National Committees (NCs) 
IRDR 1st Consultative Meeting of National Committees held in London 

The 1st Consultative Meeting of IRDR National and Regional Committees were held on 12 November, hosted by 
UKCDS, at The Wellcome Trust in London, UK. Delegations from Australia, Canada, China, Colombia, Japan, New 
Zealand, UK and from the ICSU Regional Office for Africa (ICSU ROA), were in attendance. During the meeting, 
NCs gave updates on their respective governance structures, mandates and missions and shared information on 
their membership, activities and plans. The NCs explained their roles in strengthening links between disaster risk 
reduction science, practitioners, policy-makers and society at large, including their interactions with UNISDR 
National and Regional Platforms. They also offered perspectives and ideas for future activities with a view to 
better connecting IRDR-related activities at all levels. The NCs committed to seek ways to interact more with 
IRDR’s project working groups and to draw on the expertise available through IRDR ICoEs. The meeting explored 
options to better connect with ongoing regional activities in both the ICSU and UNISDR networks.  

The meeting concluded with an agreement on a priority list for joint actions, which included taking steps to 
unlock new funding initiatives. Participants expressed the strong wish to expand the network of NCs, and to 
intensify links with UNISDR’s platforms that have dedicated science and technology groups. NCs also committed 
to contributing actively to the emerging IRDR Communications Plan, notably to the mapping of research and 
action activities that can be related to IRDR. Click here to download presentations  
 

BNHCRC (IRDR Australia) report on scientific diversity and uncertainty 

The BNHCRC funded project “Scientific Diversity, Scientific Uncertainty and Risk Mitigation Policy and Planning” 
aims to investigate diversity and uncertainty in bushfire and flood science. With its focus on how scenario 
exercises – in particular from the environmental sciences – can be used for a better understanding of decision-
making dynamics in risk mitigation. First stage report: Wodak, J. Scientific Diversity, Scientific Uncertainty and Risk 
Mitigation Policy and Planning Scenario Exercise Lit Review. (2014). 

BNHCRC held its second Research Advisory Forum for 2014 in Melbourne at RMIT University in Melbourne on 3-
4 December. Unlike the first Research Advisory Forum in Adelaide in March, the two-days of this second 
meeting focused on only one half the projects supported by BNHCRC. Another RAF will be held in early 2015 
which will allow sufficient time for the other half of the projects to be presented. More information 
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IRDR Canada member holds national Risks and Hazards Network Symposium 

The Canadian Risk and Hazards (knowledge and Practice) Network, a member of IRDR Canada, held its 11th 
Annual Symposium on 22-24 October 2014 in Toronto, Canada, following the 5th Annual Roundtable on 
Canada's Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. The symposium emphasized the need for advancing inter-
disciplinary approaches that reach all parties involved in risk mitigation and management and appeal to 
stakeholders from all sectors (private, academia, government, communities, and voluntary agencies). The 
meeting heard a keynote from FORIN’s Ian Burton, and also included a session dedicated to “Aboriginal disaster 
resilience in Canadian and international contexts” of specific interest for IRDR’s RIA project. More information 

 

 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/15/nc-rc/
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/people/josh-wodak
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/12/11/raf/
http://www.crhnet.ca/
http://www.crhnet.ca/symposium-2014
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IRDR National Committees (NCs) (cont’d) 
IRDR Colombia  
 

UNGRD, the IRDR National Committee for Colombia, co-hosted the 2nd Latin American Regional Forum on DRR 
in Higher Education. The Forum served as platform for institutions of Higher Education in Latin America and the 
Caribbean to showcase their contributions to new knowledge and knowledge transfer in disaster risk reduction 
and DRR management. Organized by the Latin American and Caribbean University Network for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (REDULAC), the forum was held in Bogotá, Colombia, from 24 to 26 November 2015. Some 150 
delegates from 20 countries across the region shared teaching, social outreach, and research experiences and 
identified future trajectories, with over one-thousand attendees following online streaming event. The IRDR 
Executive Director invited the REDULAC community to join the co-organised presence of Higher Education 
institutions at the upcoming Sendai World Conference; ICSU’s Regional Office encouraged them to participate in 
the mapping exercise of DRR research capabilities and profiles in the region. More information 
 

IRDR France workshop series continued  

The IRDR National Committee in France (Association Française pour la Prevention des Catastrophes Naturelles, 
or AFPCN), together with the Institut pour la Maitrise des Risques organized a workshop at Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure d’Arts et Métiers in Paris on 4 November 2014. Under the title “La détection de signes précurseurs : 
le rôle des lanceurs d’alerte” the workshop addressed issues raised by the 2013 report of the European 
Environmental Agency “Late Lessons from Early Warnings II”, illustrating how damaging and costly the misuse or 
neglect of the precautionary principle can be, using case studies and a synthesis of the lessons to be learned 
and applied to maximising innovations whilst minimising harms. The workshop series will be continued with new 
themes throughout 2015, as COP21 will bring the global sustainability community to Paris. 

IRDR Germany  

DKKV (Deutsches Komitee Katastrophenvorsorge e.V. - IRDR National Committee in Germany) convened the 
14th German National Forum on Disaster Preparedness and Prevention on 4-5 November 2014 at Helmholtz-
Zentrum für Umweltforschung UFZ, Leipzig. Under the heading “Connecting actors, finding solutions”, the forum 
explored merits and methods of closer interaction between science, technology and practitioners in DRR. Also, 
some of the country’s best research work of young scientists in the field received awards sponsored by the 
national umbrella organization of the insurance industry. Read more 

 
 

 

On 29 October 2014 the Chief Executive Officer of DKKV, Axel Rottländer, and the Head of the National 
Platform for DRR in Kyrgyz Republic, Mr. Bekzhanov Minbolot, signed a Memorandum of Understanding to 
provide a framework for both countries to reinforce ties for enhancing the role of the national platforms for 
disaster risk reduction in Kyrgyzstan. The collaboration will be launched with the implementation of a pilot 
project that will focus on national platforms for DRR and stakeholder involvement and is funded by the Federal 
Foreign Office and Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. More information 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/23/icsu-rolac-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/08/dkkv-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/10/31/dkkv/


  
Vol. 6 No. 1, January 2015 Page 13 

IRDR Science Committee (SC) 
IRDR’s 12th SC Meeting discusses collaborations and strategies for core projects 

The 12th meeting of the IRDR SC was held at the ICSU Secretariat Paris, France from 13–15 November. IRDR SC 
members, delegates from the International Centres of Excellence (ICoE), National and Regional Committees, 
representatives from the co-sponsors ICSU, ISSC and UNISDR and other IRDR partners from the UN system and 
civil society, discussed IRDR’s working groups’ review of activities, networking, partnerships and strategic 
program-wide forward planning. On day 1, the Working Groups for the core projects DATA, FORIN and RIA 
conducted an informal self-assessment of their progress. Working Groups had also been invited to project 
forward-planning in terms of WG composition and format, research activities, networking, dissemination and 
application of results.  

            

During the afternoon, a networking and partnership session was held involving representatives from UN 
agencies and other partners, including UNISDR Scientific and Technical Advisory Group (STAG); United Nations 
Environment Programme (Division of Technology, Industry and Economics); UNESCO; and WMO-WWRP as well 
as other networks and institutions, such as the UKCDS and the Global NGO Network for Disaster Reduction 
(GNDR). All gave presentations on their ongoing and anticipated activities under the post-2015 framework, 
suggesting specific areas for future collaborations with IRDR. The meeting also discussed the format and 
function of future IRDR Consultative Fora, conceived as platforms for broad stakeholder interaction with a view 
to advancing the co-design of disaster risk reduction research. ICSU provided an update on IRDR’s sister 
programmes “Future Earth” and “Urban Health and Wellbeing”, and invited the Committee to join efforts to 
strengthen the presence of integrated DRR research in the run-up to COP21 and relevant policy-related 
initiatives. 

On 14 November 2014, IRDR ICoEs presented their work and future plans. The SC approved engagement with 
the application-oriented pilot project to be launched by ICoE Taipei in collaboration with local municipalities. The 
SC heard about the state of preparations for two new ICoEs and approved the admittance of the new IRDR 
ICoE-RIA, a consortium of three London-based research-intensive universities, initially coordinated by King’s 
College London.  SC Chair and Executive Director delivered a report from the 1st Consultative Meeting of IRDR 
National Committees and presented on regional engagement with ICSU and ISDR Regional Offices. The meeting 
concluded on 15 November with forward-looking discussion items for the period 2015 and beyond; presence of 
IRDR at the Tokyo Conference on DRR in January 2015, the 3rd World Conference on DRR in March 2015, the 
World Social Science Forum in September 2015, the draft IRDR Communications Plan, and planning the 3rd IRDR 
Conference in 2016, SC support for capacity strengthening in collaboration with IRDR China and fundraising 
activities. Related news: IRDR’s 12th SC Meeting gathered network partners for DRR research collaboration 
 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/18/12th-sc-networks/
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Network and Partnerships 
ICSU ROLAC Steering Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction discusses strategy 

Following the workshop “Taller Mesoamericano sobre Desastres Naturales y Riesgos Volcánicos, Sísmicose 
Hidrometereológicos”(Guanacaste, Costa Rica, 19 to 20 November 2014), the ICSU ROLAC Scientific Steering 
Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction met on 21 November 2014 to discuss the strategy to implement this 
priority research area. IRDR SC member Irasema Alcántara-Ayala and the IRDR Executive Director reported on 
the preparatory committee meetings for the 3rd WCDRR. The group reviewed the ongoing disaster risk reduction 
/ IRDR research mapping in the Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) region, as well as joint fundraising efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multi-hazard Symposium of APRU hears IRDR speakers 

The Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) convened the 10th Multihazard International Symposium at 
University of Chile in Santiago de Chile, Chile, on 18-20 November 2014. 

Presentations at the event argued, along the lines of the research pursued under IRDR, that the concept of 
disaster as a natural threat must be replaced by a more complex approach that would include analyses the state 
of vulnerability of local communities and their resilience. IRDR SC member Omar Darío Cardona from the ICoE 
on Understanding Risk and Safety, based at the Institute of Environmental Studies of Colombia National 
University, spoke on “Impacts of disasters on ecosystems, societies and local communities”. Former IRDR SC 
member Allan Lavell gave a keynote on “Strategies for risk reduction and mitigation”. 

The University of Chile, as host for this event, is committed to a public discussion on the assessment of 
institutional performance, availability of scientific knowledge and preparation of societies to cope with severe 
disasters. The University has been responsible for more than a century for disaster relevant information and data 
centres, including the National Seismological Service, which provides an unmatched long-term historical record. 
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The Steering Committee, chaired by Prof. Barbara Carby from the 
Disaster Risk Reduction Centre (DRRC) at the University of the West 
Indies (UWI), Jamaica, also discussed the work programme for 2015 to 
2020, including the possibility of setting up an international and 
multidisciplinary network of science centres to monitor, collect, 
systematise and analyse natural hazards and disaster data; a LAC 
version of the assessment of scientific literature on integrated disaster 
risk research under the AIRDR model; FORIN capacity building and case 
study activities; ways to enhance the cooperation between IRDR and 
the Inter-American Institute and the establishment of the core group of 
scientists interested on providing training were also discussed. The 
group reviewed a number of foreign and regional funding options, 
including options for funding multi-national, multi-disciplinary research 

 

 

Fuego Volcano in Guatemala, 
one of Central America’s most 

active volcanoes. 

projects in the Latin American and Caribbean region AC offered by the newly established Cuauhtémoc Forum of 
national funding agencies. More information 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/23/icsu-rolac-3/


 

  

New IRDR Publications  

NASA visit to prepare joint projects 

On 13 November, RADI received a delegation headed by 
NASA Administrator Charles F. Bolden. The programme 
included joint project preparations as well as visits to the 
demonstration hall of Digital Earth science platform, the 
Airborne Remote Sensing Center and remote sensing 
satellite operation and management system, as well as the 
international S&T platforms hosted by RADI, including 
IRDR. More information. 

 

 

RADI Annual Academic Conference 

Convened on 9 December and attended by 
more than 500 researchers, the conference 
served as platform for exchanges, showcasing 
the state-of-the-art developments of RADI 
ranging from basic theory of remote sensing, 
earth observation and Digital Earth, to practical 
applications in geo-spatial information science 
and technology. The conference received 14 
contributions to thematic talks, 26 to the Youth 
Forum, and 39 to the Viewpoints session. A 
volume of abstracts of RADI publications from 
2012 to 2014 was presented to participants. 
More information 

Eight International Scholars Receive 
CAS Fellowship to Work at RADI 

Eight international scholars received the 
prestigious CAS President’s International 
Fellowship Initiative (PIFI). More information 
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Scientific Diversity, 
Scientific 
Uncertainty and 
Risk Mitigation 
Policy and 
Planning Scenario 
Exercise Lit Review 

 

Forensic 
Investigations of 
Typhoon Morakot 
Disaster: Nansalu 
and Daniao 
Village Case 
Study 

Activities of IRDR Host Institute (RADI) 
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Pathways for 
Transformation: 
Disaster risk 
management to 
enhance 
development 
goals 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/11/16/nasavisit/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/12/14/radi/
http://english.radi.cas.cn/News/NU/201501/t20150112_135045.html
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/13/ar-2014/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/13/ar-2014/
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1451
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Morakot-Report.pdf
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http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Morakot-Report.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Morakot-Report.pdf
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Regional Disaster Risk and Vulnerability Reduction Capacity 
Development (Periperi U Annual Report Oct 2013-Sept 2014) 

JANUARY 
- WMO/CMA: International Workshop on High 

Impact Weather Research – Ningbo, China 20-
23 January 2015 

- GEM: GEM Open Quake release event - Pavia, 
Italy 21 January 2015 (followed by Governing 
Board Meeting on 22-23 January 2015) 

- IRDR France: Workshop on Risks in the Digital 
Age – Paris France January 23, 2015 

- IRDR Germany Consultation Meeting - 
Stuttgart, Germany, 26 January 2015 

- WSS RIA Fellows, International Workshop on 
Indigenous Knowledge and DRR, University of 
Florida – Florida, USA 28 January 2015   

- Presentation of the World Risk Report 2014 
and Panel Discussion (High Level Event 
organized by the Ambassador of Germany 
and Indonesia to the United Nations – New 
York, USA  29 January 2015 
 

FEBRUARY 
- IRDR China Annual Meeting - Beijing, China,        

2 February 2015  
- Pan-Eurasian Experiment (PEEX) Science 

Conference and the 5th PEEX Meeting – 
Helsinki, Finland 10-13 February 2015 

- WG DATA: Expert Workshop on Indicators 
(also joint meeting with JRC and ICSU), Delft, 
The Netherlands, 23-25 February 2015 (tbc) 
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More of 2015 Events here 

New IRDR Publications (cont’d)  

MARCH  
- GEM Open Quake, Powering Asian Research, 

IRiDes-OYO, Tohoku University – Sendai, 
Japan 13 March 2015 

-  International Workshop on Earthquake and 
Volcanic Hazards and Risks in Asia-Pacific 
Region – Sendai, Japan 16-17 March 2015 

- Cross-Community Meeting: Extreme Events 
and Environments from Climate to Society -
Berlin, Germany 17-18 March 2015  

- WMO/WWRP: International  Workshop of  Sub 
seasonal-to-Seasonal Project -  Jeju, South 
Korea 17-20 March 2015  

- Global Summit of Research Institutes on DRR - 
Kyoto, Japan 19-20 March 2015 

 
APRIL 
- ICLEI: World Congress 2015 – Seoul, Korea 8-

12 April 2015 
-  Launch Workshop DFID Urbanisation / DRR - 

Cape Town, South Africa 19-23 April 2015 
- ICoE Taipei: Advanced Institute on DRR and 

Loss Mitigation – Taipei 20-25 April 2015 
 
 
 
 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/PeriPeri-U-Annual-Report-2013-2014Web.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/PeriPeri-U-Annual-Report-2013-2014Web.pdf
http://cn.linkedin.com/in/irdripo
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