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Sendai Framework for Action with strong recognition of science for DRR  

Representatives from 187 UN Member States adopted the first major agreement of the Post-2015 development 

agenda, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (SFA). The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon in his opening speech described the conference as “the highest-level meeting on disaster risk reduction in 

history.” 

 

 

 

       

The Science and Technology Major 

Group (STMG), led by ICSU and IRDR, 

brought together 400 delegates from a 

wide range of organizations and 

networks active across all areas of DRR 

science. STMG had been briefed by IRDR 

Executive Director R. Klein during two 

pre-conference webinars organized out 

of the ICSU secretariat in Paris. STMG 

welcomed the strong recognition of 

science in the new SFA 2015-2030 and 

vowed to strengthen its use for DRR from 

the global to local scales, notably through 

international scientific partnerships. Sendai was attended by over 6,500 participants including 2,800 government 

representatives. The Public Forum had 143,000 visitors over the five days of the conference. 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (L) and Margareta Wahlström (R), Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 

Disaster Risk Reduction at the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, Sendai, Japan 2015 (Photo: UNISDR) 

 

http://www.wcdrr.org/uploads/Sendai_Framework_for_Disaster_Risk_Reduction_2015-2030.pdf
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IRDR was involved in the planning and delivery of all conference segments, as representative of civil society in the 

planning of the intergovernmental segment, as co-organiser in the Working Sessions of the multi-stakeholder 

segment with UN and other intergovernmental agencies, and as organiser as well as provider of speakers and 

chairs in the Public Fora (see also Box2).  

 

IRDR at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction (cont’d) 

 

On day three of the conference, David 

Johnston delivered the official STMG 

statement to the world community: “The 

success of the post-2015 framework hinges 

on creating and implementing policies that 

are built on the best available knowledge. The 

scientific community stands ready to provide 

that knowledge and to play its part”, notably 

by better coordinating and enhancing 

existing S&T capacities for DRR around four 

functions – assessment, synthesis, advice and 

monitoring–and two cross-cutting capabilities 

– communication and engagement, capacity 

building (see Box 1). Watch the video 

recording.   

 

David Johnston delivering the STMG statement to the 3rd World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (Photo: ICSU) 

 

BOX 1:  Science and Technology 4+2 formula for implementing SFA 

 Assessment. Provide analytical tools to advance a comprehensive knowledge of hazards, risks, and 

underlying risk drivers > regular, independent, policy-relevant international assessment of available 

science on DRR, resilience and transformations. 

 Synthesis. Facilitate the uptake of scientific evidence in policy-making < synthesize relevant knowledge in 

a timely, accessible and policy-relevant manner. 

 Scientific advice. Translate knowledge into solutions > provide advisory capabilities integrating all S&T 

fields in collaboration with practitioners and policy-makers. 

 Monitoring and review. Support the development of science-based indicators, common methodologies 

and processes > harness / make use of data & information at different scales. 

 Communication and engagement. Closer partnerships between policy, science and society as well as 

between researchers > improve the communication of scientific knowledge to facilitate evidence-based 

decision-making (all levels of government; across society). 

 Capacity building. Promote risk literacy through curricular reform, professional training and life-long 

learning across all sectors of society. 

 

http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/official-statement-science-technology-to-wcdrr.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/official-statement-science-technology-to-wcdrr.pdf
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/watch/representative-from-the-science-and-technology-major-group-6th-plenary-meeting/4113991259001
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/watch/representative-from-the-science-and-technology-major-group-6th-plenary-meeting/4113991259001


 

 

  

 

 

 

D. Johnston also announced the launch of a review of DRR science and related science policy initiatives, 

supported by IRDR, ICSU and ISSC. The full text of the statement can be downloaded as a PDF here.  

The Working Session Applying Science and Technology to Disaster Risk Reduction Decision-making, co-

convened with ICSU and WMO, and chaired by Carlos Nobre, Brasil, was moderated by Flavia Schlegel, 

UNESCO’s ADG for Natural Sciences, and drew some 350 participants. Panelists presented the report of the 

Science and Technical Advisory Group of UNISDR, of which IRDR’s David Johnston is a member, (“Science is 

used for disaster risk reduction” report), while the President of Science Council of Japan presented the Tokyo 

Action Agenda adopted at the IRDR Japan Tokyo conference on DRR. ICSU President Gordon McBean 

explained the STMG voluntary commitments (see Box 1). 
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IRDR at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction (cont’d) 

 

Former SC Member Allan Lavell receives 2015 Sasakawa Award for DRR, which identifies agents of change, 

able to act ahead, possessing a willingness to tackle uncertainty, and showing inclusiveness in their interactions 

with society. Coming out top of 88 nominations, Allen had been proposed by IRDR, where he was among the 

designers of the Science Plan for IRDR and later was active in the Working Groups Assessment of Integrated 

Research on Disaster Risk (AIRDR) and Forensic Investigations of Disasters (FORIN).  He is now active in the 

Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean.  

Thunderous applause greets the winner of the UN Sasakawa Award Allan Lavell (middle (Photo: ICSU) 

 

Former SC Member Allan Lavell receives 2015 Sasakawa Award for DRR 

 

 

http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/official-statement-science-technology-to-wcdrr.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/st-in-drr/
http://www.wcdrr.org/wcdrr-data/uploads/874/Science%20is%20used%20for%20Disaster%20Risk%20Reduction,%20UNISDR%20STAG%20report%20to%20the%20WCDRR.pdf
http://www.wcdrr.org/wcdrr-data/uploads/874/Science%20is%20used%20for%20Disaster%20Risk%20Reduction,%20UNISDR%20STAG%20report%20to%20the%20WCDRR.pdf
http://monsoon.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/AWCI/TokyoConf/en/pdf/Tokyo.Statement_Action.Agenda.pdf
http://monsoon.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/AWCI/TokyoConf/en/pdf/Tokyo.Statement_Action.Agenda.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/17/allan-lavell-2015-sasakawa-award-winner/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2012/12/29/irdr-science-plan/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/airdr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/airdr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/forin/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/about/structure/national-regional-committees/regional-activities/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/about/structure/national-regional-committees/regional-activities/
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IRDR at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction (cont’d) 

IRDR’s Public Forum focused on the Role of Science in DRR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRDR’s Public Forum Focused on the Role of Science in 

DRR, held at Tohoku University, the session showcased 

methodological advances, case studies and results from 

IRDR core projects. In  Sub-Session 1, the presentation 

“The Natural Hazard Loss Datascape” by IRDR DATA co-

chairs Susan Cutter and Daniele Ehrlich, introduced the 

two main DATA efforts currently underway: harmonising 

peril classifications (IRDR DATA Project Report No. 1), and 

the development of a guidance on human and economic 

impact indicators (IRDR DATA Project Report No. 2). Sub-

Session 2 had Irasema Alcántara-Ayala and A. Oliver-

Smith, 

Smith, IRDR FORIN Project Co-Chairs, present “FORIN: Advancing Research and Analysis of Root Causes of 

Disaster”, a set of approaches focusing on the social construction of risk that will enable societies to positively 

intervene in the avoidance of disaster risk. In Sub-Session 3, IRDR WG RIA offered new insights on “Risk 

Interpretation and Action: Integrating New Science with Policy Planning (flyer)” : IRDR RIA Co-Chair Mark 

Pelling interacted with Kevin Ronan (AU), Buh Gaston (Cameroon), Terry Gibson from GNDR (UK) and Victoria 

Johnson (NZ). The session also emphasized that often societal engagement in academia does not fit with the 

academic career incentives. The discussions therefore focused on new approaches for policy/practice-relevant 

coproduction of knowledge. 

BOX 2:  IRDR activities at 3rd UN WCDRR 

IRDR at 3rd WCDRR: “Integrated Research on Disaster Risk: the Role of Science in Disaster Risk Reduction” (All 

presentations are available here)  

Science and Technology Major Group 

 IRDR SC Chair D. Johnston delivers STMG Statement at Sendai  

 Commitment of STMG (International partnership) 

The IRDR Public Forum event 

 IRDR’s 3rd WCDRR Public Forum Side Event Focused on the Role of Science in DRR 

Working Sessions: 

 Applying Science and Technology to DRR Decision-making 

 Global Partnership Using Earth Observations in SFA 2015-2030 

 IRDR Omar Cardona at the GAR 2015 launch 

SC members in other working sessions and fora: 

 APRU/Tohoku: Shuaib Lwasa on Science and Practical DRR 

 IGNITE/PeriPeriU: Djillali Benouar on HE Institutions on DRR   

 Ignite: Djillali Benouar on public investment in DRR projects in Algiers 

 UNESCAP: Expert group meeting towards developing a basic range of disaster-related statistics 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/1.jpg
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/15/irdr-public-forum-3rd-wcdrr-2/
http://www.wcdrr.org/wcdrr-data/uploads/579/IRDR%20DATA%20Project%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/IRDR_DATA-Project-Report-No.-1.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/DATA-Project-Report-No.-2-WEB-8MB.pdf
http://www.wcdrr.org/wcdrr-data/uploads/579/IRDR%20FORIN%20Project%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf
http://www.wcdrr.org/wcdrr-data/uploads/579/IRDR%20FORIN%20Project%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Risk-Interpretation-and-Action-session-flyer.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Risk-Interpretation-and-Action-session-flyer.pdf
http://www.wcdrr.org/conference/events/579
http://www.wcdrr.org/conference/events/579
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/17/stmg-wcdrr/
http://www.wcdrr.org/preparatory/commitments/152
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/15/irdr-public-forum-3rd-wcdrr-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/st-in-drr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/19/cas-twas-sendai/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/gar-2015-launch-cardona/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/18/apru-lwasa/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/benouar-ignite-stage-hei/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/15/djillali-ignite-drr-algiers/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/19/disaster-related-statistics/
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Working Group Activities  

 

IRDR at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction (cont’d) 

Continuation of BOX 2:  IRDR activities at 3rd UN WCDRR 

Examples of IRDR ICoE, IRDR NC, partner and co-sponsor involvement:  

 ICoE REAL/Periperi U on “Role of HEIs in advancing disaster risk knowledge” 

 ICoE RIA / IRDRs Mark Pelling on integrating science to reduce disaster risk 

 IRDR New Zealand: Sendai blog on resilience and development assistance 

 IRDR France presents its scientific programme 

 Global Earthquake Model: Playing a role in DRR 

 Disaster Risks Research and Assessment to promote Risk Reduction and Management 

2015 Sasakawa Award 

 Former SC Member Allan Lavell Wins 2015 Sasakawa Award 

IRDR role in the preparatory process (Science and Technology Major Group)  

 Preparatory process 

 IRDR and the HFA review (Zero Draft, Pre-Zero Draft, Post-2015 Framework) 

 

 
 

IRDR Working Group Activities 

 

Working Group: Assessment of Integrated 

Research on Disaster Risk (AIRDR)  

WG AIRDR publications were avidly received by visitors in the 

ICSU-IRDR booth (See right photo). 

Guide to Assessing Integrated Research on Disaster Risk                                                                              

Incentives for Disaster Risk Management                                                                                                   

Governance in Disaster Risk Management                                                                                            

Transformative Development and Disaster Risk Management         

Also the critical bibliometric study of integrated DRR science 

conducted by the AIRDR team at the ICoE VARM is now available 

online: Integrated research on disaster risk: Is it really integrated? 

 

 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/20/periperiu-hei-wcdrr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/13/mark-pelling-scidev/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/01/nhrp-wcdrr-blog/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/31/afpcn-wcdrr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/18/gem-wcdrr/
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/17/allan-lavell-2015-sasakawa-award-winner/
http://www.wcdrr.org/preparatory
http://www.irdrinternational.org/policy/hyogo-framework-for-action/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/airdr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/airdr/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/27/airdr-report-no-1/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/28/airdr-report-no-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/29/airdr-report-no-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/30/airdr-report-no-4/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420915000138
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Working Group: Disaster Loss Data (DATA)  

WG DATA is composed of experts from academia, the insurance and financial industries, NGO’s and 

intergovernmental organisations such as UNDP; its documents are products of a process aimed at consensus 

and compatibility.                                                                 

The 4
th
 DATA Working Group Meeting, convened by co-chair and SC member Sisi Zlatanova on 23-25 February 

at Delft University of Technology in the Netherlands, resulted in the publication of the new Guidelines on 

Measuring Losses from Disasters: Human and Economic Impact Indicators.  The publication is based on two 

earlier working papers from the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters in collaboration with 

Munich Re and Swiss Re, and includes an aspirational list of impact indicators to be monitored under future 

disaster loss databases. The report, together with the earlier PERIL Classification and Hazard Glossary  provided 

input for the Sendai session organised by UNESCAP, entitled Expert group meeting towards developing a basic 

range of disaster-related statistics. 

 

The Fifth European Union Loss data working group workshop took place on 30 and 31 March in Ispra, Italy 

wherein the IRDR Guidelines on Measuring Losses from Disaster was carefully evaluated and the “population 

exposed” indicator is now considered for inclusion in EU reporting. It is expected that the achievements of the 

working group, in particular the guidance on recording disaster damage and loss data would feed in the 

process of developing a monitoring and measurement framework for targets and indicators in the EU. 

 

Working Group: Forensic Investigations of Disasters (FORIN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Group: Risk Interpretation and Action (RIA) 

Activities of the WG RIA included the World Social Science RIA Fellow International Workshop on Indigenous 

Knowledge and DRR out of the University of Florida, Gainesville, USA, on 28 January 2015.  

 

As input to the 3
rd

 WCDRR, ICoE RIA members Centre for Integrated Research on Risk and Resilience, King’s 

College London, and the Institute for Risk and Disaster Risk Reduction, UCL, produced, alongside UKDC-

Resilience member universities, the briefing document “Disaster Risk: A Future Agenda for Integrative Science”, 

which inter alia stresses the importance of impact mechanisms, including communication, partnerships and 

training.  

 

 

 

Working Group Activities (cont’d) 

 

Led by current and former SC members Susan Cutter 

and Ian Burton, a group of authors compiled a 

concise analysis of the impact of three FORIN case 

studies for the purposes of disaster risk reduction 

efforts “FORIN: Advancing Research and Analysis of 

Root Causes of Disaster” (Download presentation) was 

presented at the IRDR Public Forum by co-chairs A. 

Oliver-Smith and Irasema Alcantara-Ayala (Left 

photo). Currently, the FORIN core group is preparing 

a revised version FORIN 2.0. 

 
 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/data/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/26/data-4th-expert-meeting/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/10/data-report-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/10/data-report-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/03/28/irdr-peril-classification-and-hazard-glossary/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/19/disaster-related-statistics/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/19/disaster-related-statistics/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/01/eu-loss-data-italy/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/forin/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/ria/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/13/indigenousknowledge/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/13/indigenousknowledge/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/UKDC_Info_Leaflet-copy-6.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/
http://www.wcdrr.org/wcdrr-data/uploads/579/IRDR%20FORIN%20Project%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf
http://www.wcdrr.org/wcdrr-data/uploads/579/IRDR%20FORIN%20Project%20Presentation_FINAL.pdf
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ICoE Taipei on Integrated Research on Disaster Risk  

The final report of the ICoE co-sponsored capacity building workshop on capacity building workshop on 

psychological intervention after disasters held in Mianyang, China, in December 2014 has been published on 

the IUPsyS website. A total of 22 early career researchers from Asia and the Pacific participated in the 

workshop. 

        

 

On 21 April, AI faculty K. Takeuchi, H. Virji, and R. Klein and scientists affiliated with the ICoE discussed with DRR 

leaders from local governments of New Taipei City and Hsinchu County new ways of connecting science 

advances at local implementation of DRR measures. This dialogue kicked off the ICoE flagship project on DRR 

and Loss Mitigation, coordinated on behalf of the ICoE by Dr Wei-Sen Li, co-chair of the APEC Emergency 

Preparedness Group and Secretary General of the NCDR, Taipei. 

ICoE in Vulnerability and Resilience Metrics (IRDR ICoE-VaRM), University of 

South Carolina, USA 

The research team at ICoE VARM supported the production of four AIRDR reports and one new set of DATA 

guidelines, and produced the GAR15 input paper (IRDR SC Member Susan Cutter) University of South Carolina, 

2014 Who needs loss data? Background Paper prepared for the 2015 Global Assessment Report on Disaster 

Risk Reduction. 

ICoE in Understanding Risk & Safety (IRDR ICoE-UR&S), Manizales, Colombia  

 

 

 

 

On 20-25 April 2015, the ICoE Taipei held the 2015 Advanced 

Institute on Disaster Risk Reduction and Loss Mitigation. Nineteen 

(19) early- and mid-career participants mainly from South-East Asia 

interacted with international faculty during a 6-day, intensive 

training event (See left photo). With a focus on implementing 

scientific knowledge, the programme included field visits and project 

work, as well as close collaboration with local DRR institutions.        

See also: Advanced-Institute-on-Disaster-Risk-Reduction-and-Loss-Mitigation.pdf 

The ICoE, led by IRDR SC member Omar D. Cardona, jointly 

with the Prime Minister’s UNGRD (the IRDR NC Colombia) and 

other local and regional agencies, is preparing the 

International Symposium “Interdisciplinary Symposium on 

Adaptation and the Local Disaster Risk Management: The 

State-of-the-Art, the Practice of Management and the 

Experience of Manizales”. 

  
(Left photo) Each year landslides in Colombia cause loss of life and 

widespread damage to towns and cities. 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/about/structure/icoes/
http://irdr-icoe.sinica.edu.tw/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/12/14/iupsys-mianyang/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/12/14/iupsys-mianyang/
http://webra.cas.sc.edu/hvri/
http://webra.cas.sc.edu/hvri/
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/University%20of%20South%20Carolina,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/University%20of%20South%20Carolina,%202014.pdf
http://idea.manizales.unal.edu.co/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/21/2015-ai/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/21/2015-ai/
Advanced-Institute-on-Disaster-Risk-Reduction-and-Loss-Mitigation.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/16/symposium-drm-manizales/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/16/symposium-drm-manizales/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/16/symposium-drm-manizales/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/16/symposium-drm-manizales/
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ICoE for Risk Education and Learning (IRDR ICoE-REaL) 

PeriPeriU, the pan-African network of 11 universities, which functions as ICoE REAL co-chaired a Public Forum 

session at the 3
rd

 UN WCDRR, in collaboration with IRDR partner Asian University Network of Environment and 

Disaster Management (AUEDM), entitled “Role of HEIs in advancing disaster risk knowledge” under spotlight at 

2015 UN Conference in Japan.  

 

ICoE Director Ailsa Holloway had produced, for GAR 2015, the input paper Strategic mobilization of higher 

education institutions in disaster risk reduction capacity-building: Experience of Periperi U.  

See also the recent PeriPeriU brochure. 

 

ICoE in Risk Interpretation and Action (ICoE-RIA) 

IRDR ICoE RIA members alongside UKDC-Resilience member universities released “Disaster Risk: A Future 

Agenda for Integrative Science” .  

 

 

 

 

IRDR International Centres of Excellence (ICoEs) (cont’d) 

Thirteen (13) speakers from Africa, Europe, Japan 

and China, the UK, the Caribbean and the Pacific 

regions unpacked the role of Higher Education 

in advancing DRR knowledge and building local 

DRR capacity (See left photo). PeriPeriU offers 

more than 85 short courses and outreach 

initiatives and contributes to DRR scholarship 

with more than 750 students enrolled in 21 

academic programmes and over 150 published 

research outputs in the past 10 years. 

 

The document highlights the importance of multidisciplinary work linking 

science, social science and the arts, and is organized around research themes 

(such as: better understanding compound and individual extreme events and 

how they may occur in ‘cascades’; uncertain risks and their impact on 

interconnected systems and the significance of rights and responsibilities). 

Among capacity building priorities it lists science impact mechanisms that 

include communication, partnerships and training.  

Mark Pelling, SC member and ICoE RIA founding director, is also co-author, 

together with D. Matyas from Save the Children, of  the study Positioning 

resilience for 2015: the role of resistance, incremental adjustment and 

transformation in disaster risk management policy, a product of the UK 

Government Office for Science Foresight project on “Reducing Risks of 

Future Disasters: Priorities for Decision Makers”, which takes a critical look at 

the concept and political use of the term resilience. 

 

http://www.riskreductionafrica.org/
http://www.riskreductionafrica.org/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/20/periperiu-hei-wcdrr/
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/Holloway,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/Holloway,%202014.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/11/periperi-u-booklet/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/ria/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/ria/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/UKDC_Info_Leaflet-copy-6.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/UKDC_Info_Leaflet-copy-6.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/about/structure/icoes/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
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IRDR National Committees (NCs) 

IRDR NC Australia 

The Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC programme which functions as IRDR NC Australia published a number 

of new substantial studies. Kevin Ronan from Central Queensland CQ University is leading the building best 

practice in child-centred disaster risk reduction project, conducted jointly with researchers from RMIT, Monash 

and Massey universities, Risk Frontiers and Save the Children Australia. The study “An analysis of building losses 

and human fatalities from natural disasters”  provides an evidence base for efficient emergency management 

policy, practice and resource allocation. The study builds on the historical record of losses (human; buildings) 

caused by natural hazards in Australia since 1900. Some data already exists in the Risk Frontiers PerilAUS 

database; the objective is to make this dataset as complete as possible. 

BNHCRC also produced a summary of findings from seven post-fire studies conducted at the request of fire 

agencies across southern Australia over the last decade, entitled Capturing community bushfire readiness: Post-

bushfire interview studies 2009 – 2014. The studies looked closely at how communities understood their hazard 

risk, how they planned and prepared for a possible bushfire, and how they responded to a serious bushfire 

event. 

On 8-9 April 2015, the Research Advisory Forum of BNHCRC was held at New South Wales Rural Fire Service 

HQ. The meeting briefed non–academic stakeholders on progress in research and triggered numerous 

interactive cluster discussions. 

 

IRDR NC China 

 

 

IRDR NC Colombia 

Together with agencies from 22 other countries from the wider Caribbean region, “Unidad Nacional de Gestión 

del Riesgo de Desastres, UNGRD), which functions as IRDR NC Colombia, participated in CARIBE WAVE 2015, a 

major exercise on interagency emergency communication structures and early warning systems.  

 

 

 

 

IRDR China, which is composed of some 30 DRR 

research institutions, discussed at its Annual Meeting on 

2 February 2015 strategy and workplan for 2015-2017. 

Under the chairmanship of Academician Prof Huadong 

Guo, Director General of IRDR host RADI, new 

interdisciplinary Working Groups were proposed, 

including one, modelled on the AIRDR project, to map 

and monitor the state of IRDR-science in China. 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/about/structure/national-regional-committees/ncs-and-rcs/
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/building-best-practice-in-child-centred-disaster-risk-reduction.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/building-best-practice-in-child-centred-disaster-risk-reduction.pdf
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1554
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1554
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/004
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/004
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/13/raf-2015/
http://www.irdrchina.cn/en/
http://www.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/30/caribe-wave-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/30/caribe-wave-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/04/irdr-china-meeting/
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IRDR National Committees (cont’d)  

IRDR NC France   

In Association Française Pour la Prevention des Catastrophes Naturelles which functions as the IRDR NC for 

France, the WG “Climate Change” continued to engage the public on issues raised by IPCC5 through an open 

workshop on “Certainties and uncertainties on climate change: after the 5th IPCC report”.  

On 23 January 2015, the WG Social Networks, New Technologies and Risks, organised a workshop Risks in the 

Digital Age: What are the Changes in Managing Risks? New formats discussed included tools such as 

OpenStreetMap, InfoClimat, Visov etc. Comparisons were also drawn between developments in France and in 

the UK, for example during the recent flooding episodes. 

At the 3rd UN WCDRR, the AFPCN delegation presented the achievements of its three AFPCN Working Groups 

(“Expertise, public opinion and decision-making related to environmental risks”, “Uncertainties and Decisions”, 

“Adaptations to Climate Change”), see: http://afpcn.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Poster-

actions-v0.pdf  

 

IRDR NC Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 19 February 2015, the University of Potsdam and the German Committee for 

Disaster Reduction DKKV, which functions as IRDR Germany, released results from 

the research programme “The floods in June 2013-Test for flood risk 

management in Germany”.   

The event was an opportunity for scientists, practitioners and policy-makers to 

discuss future directions of flood prevention and disaster response.  At the event, 

the project results were summarized in a practice-oriented synthesis report. A 

lecture session was accompanied by a poster exhibition with current issues in 

flood research. 

  

IRDR NC New Zealand 

Kelvin Berryman, Director of the Natural Hazards Research Platform which 

functions as IRDR National Committee for New Zealand, released a blog on 

resilience and development assistance during the 3rd UN WCDRR. He reflected on 

the need to link investments in resilience and development assistance, especially 

where the coupling between natural hazards and climate change impacts affects 

Small Island Developing Nations.  

 

 

 

The Platform was involved, at the conference, in preparing the New Zealand position statement, in the ‘New 

Zealand Inc.’ video developed by the advisory group of stakeholders supporting the NZ Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade at Sendai, and in the high level panel ‘Resilience Dialogue’ with the EU, USAID, the World 

Bank and the Government of Japan.  

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/about/structure/national-regional-committees/ncs-and-rcs/
http://afpcn.org/
http://www.afpcn.org/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/28/afpcnworkshop/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/22/afpcn-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/22/afpcn-3/
http://afpcn.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Poster-actions-v0.pdf
http://afpcn.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Poster-actions-v0.pdf
http://www.dkkv.org/startseite.html
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Das-Hochwasser-im-Juni-2013-1.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Das-Hochwasser-im-Juni-2013-1.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Das-Hochwasser-im-Juni-2013-1.pdf
http://www.naturalhazards.org.nz/
http://www.naturalhazards.org.nz/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/01/nhrp-wcdrr-blog/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/01/nhrp-wcdrr-blog/
http://webtv.un.org/watch/gerry-brownlee-new-zealand-4th-plenary-meeting/4112473661001
http://mfat.govt.nz/Media-and-publications/Events/Third%20United%20Nations%20World%20Conference%20on%20Disaster%20Risk%20Reduction%202015.php
http://mfat.govt.nz/Media-and-publications/Events/Third%20United%20Nations%20World%20Conference%20on%20Disaster%20Risk%20Reduction%202015.php
https://www.gfdrr.org/resilience-dialogue-wcdrr
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IRDR Science Committee Members (SC) 

 

IRDR’s Shuaib Lwasa has also been invited as 

panelist in the session on “Synergies and tough 

choices” at the  international conference on 

“Measuring Sustainable Development” , held on 

23-24 April 2015 at UN Plaza in New York City 

that debated the implementation of the evolving 

Post-2015 Development Agenda and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

SC member Djillali Benouar highlighted the 

achievements of PeriPeriU (IRDR ICoE REAL) 

under the title “African Higher Education 

Institutions in Advancing DRR: A model for post-

2015 capacity-building” during the IGNITE Stage 

multi-stakeholder segment of the Sendai 

conference. See also the video presentation. He 

also gave an introduction to “Public investment in 

infrastructure to Reducing Flood Disaster Risk in 

Algiers (Algeria)” at the Ignite Stage. Watch the 

Video Presentation here 

 

SC member and Director of the IRDR ICoE on 

“Understanding Risk & Safety” based in Manizales, 

Colombia, presented on progress in probabilistic 

risk modelling during the GAR-led Working 

Session on Global Risk Trends. GAR 2015 

concludes that, while significant progress can be 

observed in disaster management, much less 

progress has been made in addressing disaster 

risks. It recommends that disaster risk 

management be placed at the core of the 

development process. Download GAR 2015. Next 

to AIRDR, also other IRDR projects contributed to 

GAR15  

 

 

SC Chair David Johnston attended, on the sidelines 

of the 3
rd

 WCDRR the 2015 International Workshop 

on Earthquake and Volcanic Hazards and Risks in 

Asia-Pacific Region (Sendai, Japan, 16-17 March 

2015). 

 

He also represented IRDR at the 2
nd

 Global Summit 

of DRR Research Institutes held at Kyoto University 

on 19-20 March 2015 under the title “Development 

of a Research Road Map for the Next Decade” (See 

above photo). Organized by the Disaster 

Prevention Research Institute with the Natural 

Disaster Research Council Japan, the event 

launched the Global Alliance of Disaster Research 

Institutes. 

    Cutter was awarded with 

an honorary doctoral degree in Norway from 

Norwegian University of Science and Technology in 

Trondheim. For years, she served as an advisor in 

several international research projects at the 

Department of Geography, Norwegian University of 

Science and Technology. 

IRDR SC member Shuaib Lwasa spoke on “Science 

and Practical DRR – the role of universities / 

academia” at the WCDRR Public Forum organized 

by the Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) 

and partners. See also here for the Programme. 

 

 

 

SC Vice-Chair and co-

chair of IRDR AIRDR and 

DATA projects and IPCC 

SREX co-author, Susan 

http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/arbeitspapiere/Beisheim-et-al_WorkingPaper_MeasuringSD.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/benouar-ignite-stage-hei/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/benouar-ignite-stage-hei/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/benouar-ignite-stage-hei/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHf6nDyQneQ&index=23&list=PLBDwPnveHho_fXUfFQaVkUGb1v4EcAcyO
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/15/djillali-ignite-drr-algiers/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/15/djillali-ignite-drr-algiers/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/15/djillali-ignite-drr-algiers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWG5kYCWFH8&list=PLBDwPnveHho_fXUfFQaVkUGb1v4EcAcyO&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWG5kYCWFH8&list=PLBDwPnveHho_fXUfFQaVkUGb1v4EcAcyO&index=3
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/gar-2015-launch-cardona/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/gar-2015-launch-cardona/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/16/gar-2015-launch-cardona/
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/home/download.html
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/06/gar-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/06/gar-2015/
http://g-ever.org/en/intro/index.html
http://g-ever.org/en/intro/index.html
http://g-ever.org/en/intro/index.html
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/22/gsridrr-kyoto/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/22/gsridrr-kyoto/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/22/gsridrr-kyoto/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/22/gsridrr-kyoto/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/21/ntnu-doctorate-cutter/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/21/ntnu-doctorate-cutter/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/21/ntnu-doctorate-cutter/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/21/ntnu-doctorate-cutter/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/18/apru-lwasa/
http://drr.tohoku.ac.jp/en/archives/979
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/21/ntnu-doctorate-cutter/
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IRDR Science Committee Members (SC) (cont’d) 

Mark Pelling interviewed on integrating science to 

reduce disaster risk. The co-chair of IRDR WG Risk 

Interpretation and Action and founding chair of the 

London-based IRDR ICoE RIA, spoke with the 

online news service SciDev.Net. He stressed the 

need for new data infrastructures for effective 

disaster risk communication, the role of IRDR in 

advancing the integration of diverse strands of 

DRR knowledge, and the challenges in 

communicating scientific risk analysis in dialogues 

with NGO’s and policy-making: “…while disaster 

early warning has benefited hugely from advances 

in hazard modelling, future gains are likely to come 

from social science helping to …identify vulnerable 

populations and target early warning systems at 

them.” 

IRDR SC member J. Birkmann launched World Risk 

Index 2014 in New York. He spoke on global risk 

patterns at the launch event on 29 January 2015, 

organized by the UN Ambassadors of Germany 

and Indonesia. 

  

T. Oliver-Smith co-authors report on Anthropology 

and Climate Change.  The co-chair of the IRDR WG 

Forensic Investigations of Disasters (FORIN) is one 

of the authors of a recent report “Changing the 

Atmosphere: Anthropology and Climate Change”, 

issued by the Global Climate Change Task Force of 

the American Anthropological Association (AAA). 

The Task Force was chaired by Shirley J. Fiske, and 

was also the driving force behind the “AAA 

statement on Humanity and Climate Change”.  

 

 

 

SC member S.H.M Fakhruddin talked on “Early 

Warning Systems and DRR: Where the technical 

meets the social” at the expert forum “Lessons 

Learned about Lessons Learned” convened by 

USAID, WMO, the World Bank’s GFDRR and other 

Turkish and US partners from 10-13 February in 

Antalya, Turkey. Focusing on hydro-meteorological 

disasters and climate change adaptation, the 90 

participants from 43 countries (government, 

humanitarian agencies, NGOs, academia, and 

young professionals) discussed why lessons 

identified after a given DRR response so often 

remain unused in future responses. The forum 

observed a pressing need for an improved “lessons 

learning process” for DRR and released The Antalya 

Statement which identified six urgent, but 

sustainable, calls-to-actions as disasters increase in 

impact while response funding. 

SC member Salvano Briceno attended the GeoX 

Conference on Natural Hazards, GeoRisks and 

Globalization in Berlin, Germany, from 24-26 March 

2015. This interdisciplinary platform on the role of 

the Earth Sciences for increasing the resilience of 

society to natural hazards aimed to create new links 

between the scientific community and policy 

communities.  

IRDR SC Vice-Chair Kuniyoshi Takeuchi, former chair 

of ICHARM, Tsukuba, attended the follow-up 

meeting to the UN Secretary Generals Advisory 

Board High Level Experts and Leaders Panel on 

Water and Disasters on 9-10 April in Seoul, and 

spoke at a session “Building resilience to water-

related disasters in the Asia-Pacific region” 

coordinated by the International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain Development ICIMOD during 

the 7
th
 World Water Forum in Daegu. As a novelty, 

the 7
th
 WWF had included a “S&T process” 

incorporated into the WWF programme. 

 

The World Risk Report 

2014, published by 

UNU-EHS and the 

Alliance “Development 

Works”/Bündnis 

Entwicklung Hilft (BEH), 

focuses on “Cities as an 

area of risk”. 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/13/mark-pelling-scidev/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/13/mark-pelling-scidev/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/26/worldriskreport/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/26/worldriskreport/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/08/anthropology-climate-change/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/08/anthropology-climate-change/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/08/anthropology-climate-change/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/08/anthropology-climate-change/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/02/drr-forum-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/02/drr-forum-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/02/drr-forum-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/02/drr-forum-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/02/drr-forum-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/The-Antalya-Statement.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/The-Antalya-Statement.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/27/geox-conference-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/27/geox-conference-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/27/geox-conference-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/20/7th-world-water-forum/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/20/7th-world-water-forum/
http://worldriskreport.entwicklung-hilft.de/Report.435.0.html
http://worldriskreport.entwicklung-hilft.de/Report.435.0.html
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WMO’s World Weather Research Programme  

IRDR’s R. Klein spoke at the International Workshop on High Impact Weather Research which launched the 

WMO’s World Weather Research Programme (WWRP) / Tropical Cyclone Programme in Ningbo, China, on 20-

23 January 2015. The workshop was organized in cooperation with China Meteorological Association’s State Key 

Laboratory of Severe Weather and discussed new research findings and forecast techniques aimed to improve 

our understanding of high impact weather events and their predictability. Klein explored, with the HI-Weather 

community present, avenues for new collaborations under the MoU with the WG Societal and Economic 

Research Applications (SERA). 

Global Earthquake Model (GEM) 

IRDR SC member Omar D. Cardona was at OpenQuake Model launch having participated in the GEM Science 

Board meeting in January 2015 in Pavia, Italy.  IRDR Executive Director R. Klein attended the Governing Board 

meeting where he also discussed outreach and training activities. Margareta Wahlstrom, UN Special 

Representative, opened the event saying that understanding risk is the basis of any DRR policy and action. 

OpenQuake is an open-source web-based risk assessment platform for modeling, viewing, exploring and 

managing earthquake risk worldwide. On 13 March 2015, IRDR members attended the GEM symposium 

“Powering Asian organisations with GEM’s OpenQuake tools – assessing earthquake risk collaboratively” in 

Sendai, Japan. The GEM Foundation Statement for Sendai describes commitments to advance understanding 

risk and increasing resilience to earthquakes worldwide. 

“Coastal Cities at Risk” 

Supported by an alliance of Canadian research funders, the IRDR Affiliated Project “Coastal Cities at Risk” 

convened a workshop on Social Vulnerability in Vancouver on 4 to 6 February 2015. A report highlighting the 

key findings of the workshop is available here. CCAR also held a joint conference with the Pan-Asia Risk 

Reduction Fellowship programme in Bangkok, Thailand, on 24-26 March 2015.  

ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships 2015-2025 for Global Promotion of Understanding 

and Reducing Landslide Disaster Risk 

 

During the 3
rd

 WCDRR, the ISDR-ICL SENDAI Partnerships adopted a resolution for global promotion of 

understanding and reducing landslide disaster risk. The ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships 2015-2025 for Global 

Promotion of Understanding and Reducing Landslide Disaster Risk was established during the Working Session 

“Underlying Risk Factors”. The Partnership intends to provide practical solutions, education, communication, and 

public outreach to reduce landslide risks. IRDR SC member Irasema Alcantara-Ayala was part of the launch and 

IRDR co-sponsor ICSU is also one of the invited partners. 

 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/20/highimpactweather/
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/arep/wwrp/new/weather_society.html
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/arep/wwrp/new/weather_society.html
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/21/openquake/
http://www.globalquakemodel.org/media/cms_page_media/471/GEM_Statement_WCDRR.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/12/ccar/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/12/ccar/
http://coastalcitiesatrisk.org/wordpress/international-innovation-ccar-publication/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/10/parr-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/10/parr-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/23/isdr-icl-sendai-partnerships/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/23/isdr-icl-sendai-partnerships/
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ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability 

SC Vice-chair K. Takeuchi participated in a session “Cities at Risk: Reducing and responding to disasters and 

climate threats” during the 2015 ICLEI World Congress held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, on 8-12 April 2015. IRDR 

will also participate in the next Resilient Cities conference to be convened in June 2015 in Bonn, Germany. 

IRDR Co-Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

International Council for Science (ICSU) 
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Network and Partnerships (cont’d) 

IRDR SC members, jointly with experts from other programmes of IRDR co-sponsors 

ICSU and ISSC co-authored a new paper on disaster risk research and assessment 

entitled review “Disaster Risks Research and Assessment to Promote Risk Reduction 

and Management”, synthesizing current knowledge of natural hazards, vulnerabilities, 

and disaster risks. The document argues that science-supported approaches to DRR 

and DRM can help communities and governments become more resilient and reduce 

the human and economic impacts of disasters. The paper calls for significant 

improvements of existing assessment processes by mobilizing scientific advice to 

support and catalyze disaster policy development and management across all levels of  

 
governments. It advocates comprehensive periodic assessments of disaster risks from local to global levels by a 

high-level, transdisciplinary body of experts appointed by national governments together with relevant 

international and intergovernmental scientific organizations, working through a close participatory process with 

civil society and relevant stakeholders. 

 

On 9-10 March 2015, the ICSU Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean 

convened a workshop of National Member Focal Points at the University of Panama. 

A dedicated session discussed how to increase synergies between regional activities 

in the domain of hazard and disaster risk research and the global IRDR. 

The ICSU’s Regional Steering Group on Natural Hazards and Risk for Asia and the 

Pacific held its meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 24 and 25 February 2015. 

Chaired by James Terry from Zayed University, Dubai, UAE, the group discussed its 

participation at the 4th International Tsunami Field Symposium  and as members of 

the 400-strong delegation of the Science and Technology Major Group, led by ICSU 

and IRDR.  

 IRDR co-sponsor ICSU announced that Paul Shrivastava was named Executive Director of Future Earth. The IRDR 

SC congratulates Paul, who is based at Concordia University, Montreal, Canada, on his appointment and looks 

forward to ever closer cooperation with the sister programme. 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/15/iclei-world-congress/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/15/iclei-world-congress/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/19/drr-synthesis-paper/
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/12/panama-icsu-rolac-meeting/
http://www.geo.sc.chula.ac.th/itfs2015/index.html
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/15/paul-shrivastava/


 

  

International Social Science Council (ISSC) 

Thirty-eight (38) seed grants of up to €30 000 have been awarded to new initiatives, each aiming to build 

knowledge partnerships needed for longer-term research on the fundamental innovative processes of social 

transformations towards sustainable and equitable futures. Download the full list of research projects and 

abstracts. 

IRDR co-sponsors ICSU and ISSC have released a new report Review of SDG targets: The Science Perspective. In 

the report, 40 leading researchers from across the natural and social sciences, consider the SDGs a “major 

improvement” over the Millennium Development Goals, but also criticize that many of the 169 targets are 

couched in vague language and do not offer hard, measurable, time-bound, quantitative targets. Authors also 

emphasise the need for SDG goals and targets to be aligned, respond to and draw on objectives and ambitions 

of other agreements, such as the new Framework for Action on DRR. Repeatedly, the report expresses its author’s 

concern that the SDG focus risks being on extreme events, whereas slow-onset disasters appear to be 

underestimated in their impact. Download the full report and also the accompanying supplement (“Sustainable 

Development Goals and Targets”). 

 

Activities of IRDR Host RADI 

Following a visit to RADI of NASA Administrator Charles F. Bolden in the context of the APEC Heads of States 

meeting in Beijing in November 2014, and against the background of the recent China-US Joint Announcement 

on Climate Change, a joint CAS-NASA Workshop called for glacier research to address mountain hazards. 

Organized by the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the U.S. NASA under the title “Use of Earth Observations to 

Address Glacier Change and Associated Hazards in the Hindu Kush Himalayas” the workshop was held from 20 

to 23 January 2015 in Kathmandu, Nepal. With support from the International Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development ICIMOD the meeting pooled more than 40 renowned Chinese and US glacier, snow cover and EO 

experts from a variety of institutions.  

 

 

 

The RADI-based CAS-TWAS Centre of Excellence on Space Technology for Disaster Mitigation SDIM co-hosted a 

Working Session at the 3
rd

 WCDRR, jointly with a number of UN bodies and national EO agencies. The CAS-

TWAS SDIM session pushed for a Global Partnership Using Earth Observations, identified areas where EO 

technologies can further contribute to the post-2015 framework for DRR and saw the release of a whitepaper 

entitled “Earth Observations in Support of National Strategies for Disaster-risk Management”.  
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Academician Prof. GUO Huadong, RADI Director General, was awarded the 

IEAS Gold Medal of the International Eurasian Academy of Sciences (IEAS) at 

the recent 1st Pan-Eurasian Experiment (PEEX) Science Conference convened 

in Helsinki, Finland, on 10-13 February 2015. Based on a joint initiative of 

leading Finnish, Russian and Chinese research institutions, PEEX is a 

multidisciplinary research program, focusing on major sustainability challenges 

for the Pan-Eurasian region. Guo’s keynote report was entitled “Earth 

Observation for the Environmental Studies on the Silk Road Economic Belt”. 

The 2
nd

 PEEX Science Conference will be hosted by RADI in 2016. 

http://www.worldsocialscience.org/documents/transformations-seed-grants-abstracts.pdf
http://www.worldsocialscience.org/documents/transformations-seed-grants-abstracts.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/13/sdgs-2/
http://www.worldsocialscience.org/documents/sdg-report.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/review-of-targets-for-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-science-perspective-2015/sdgs-report-supplement-goals-and-targets
http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/review-of-targets-for-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-science-perspective-2015/sdgs-report-supplement-goals-and-targets
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/06/cas-nasa-workshop/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/19/cas-twas-sendai/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/19/cas-twas-sendai/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/18/radi-director-general-ieas-gold-medal/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/18/radi-director-general-ieas-gold-medal/
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New IRDR Publications  

Publications with Co-sponsors 

 

 

IRDR Working Group Core Projects  
 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disaster Risks 

Research and 

Assessment to 

Promote Risk 

Reduction and 

Management 

New IRDR ICoE contributions to GAR15   

 ICoE VARM (S. Cutter), Who needs loss data? Background Paper 

prepared for the 2015 Global Assessment Report on Disaster 

Risk Reduction. 

 ICoE RIA (M. Pelling et al.), Pathways for Transformation: Disaster 

risk management to enhance development goals.  

 IRDR REAL (A. Holloway) Strategic mobilization of higher 

education institutions in disaster risk reduction capacity-building: 

Experience of Periperi U. 

 

Integrated research on 

disaster risk: Is it really 

integrated? 

Guide to Assessing 

Integrated Research 

on Disaster Risk  

Incentives for 

Disaster Risk 

Management  

Governance in 

Disaster Risk 

Management  

Transformative 

Development and 

Disaster Risk 

Management  

Guidelines on Measuring 

Losses from Disasters: 

Human and Economic 

Impact Indicators 

The FORIN Project: 

Understanding the 

Causes of Disasters 

The forensic 

investigation of 

root causes and 

the post-2015 

framework for 

disaster risk 

reduction 

(Editorial) 

http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/science-for-policy/disaster-risk/documents/DRRsynthesisPaper_2015.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/06/gar-2015/
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/University%20of%20South%20Carolina,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/University%20of%20South%20Carolina,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/University%20of%20South%20Carolina,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/Pelling,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/Pelling,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/Holloway,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/Holloway,%202014.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2015/en/bgdocs/Holloway,%202014.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420915000138
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420915000138
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420915000138
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/27/airdr-report-no-1/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/27/airdr-report-no-1/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/27/airdr-report-no-1/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/28/airdr-report-no-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/28/airdr-report-no-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/28/airdr-report-no-2/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/29/airdr-report-no-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/29/airdr-report-no-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/29/airdr-report-no-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/30/airdr-report-no-4/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/30/airdr-report-no-4/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/30/airdr-report-no-4/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/30/airdr-report-no-4/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/DATA-Project-Report-No.-2-WEB-7MB.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/DATA-Project-Report-No.-2-WEB-7MB.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/DATA-Project-Report-No.-2-WEB-7MB.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/DATA-Project-Report-No.-2-WEB-7MB.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/FORIN-Case-Studies-Booklet-WEB-13-MB.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/FORIN-Case-Studies-Booklet-WEB-13-MB.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/FORIN-Case-Studies-Booklet-WEB-13-MB.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420914000685
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420914000685
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420914000685
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420914000685
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New IRDR Publications (cont’d) 

 International Centres of Excellence and National Committee Publications            

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Opportunities 

 Call for Nominations: IRDR Science Committee Members for 2015  

More information: http://www.irdrinternational.org/opportunities/irdr-sc-member-2015/ 

 EU and Belmont Forum Call for research into climate services. More information: https://igfagcr.org/cra-2015-

climate-predictability-and-inter-regional-linkages 

 Belmont Forum calls for research proposals “Mountains as sentinels of change”. Download Call for Proposals 

 GFDRR and DFID announced the new Challenge Fund.  Further instructions on: https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr-

and-dfid-announce-challenge-fund 

 Community Risk Assessment Short Courses will be hosted by RADAR, PeriPeriU/ICoE REAL host at Stellenbosch 

University on 29 June–3 July and 17–21 November 2015. Download Course Flyer  

 ICSU ROLAC is looking for a Science Officer to be hired in June 2015.  Download the job description here 

 Beijing Normal University will hold its 2015 Summer Institute for Disaster and Risk Research on 27 July to 7 

August 2015. See Announcement 

 

 

ICoE REAL (Periperi U 

Consortium), Booklet: A 

Risk Education Network  

 

Positioning resilience for 

2015: the role of resistance, 

incremental adjustment and 

transformation in disaster 

risk management policy 

Capturing 

community bushfire 

readiness: Post-

bushfire interview 

studies 2009 - 2014 

Research Forum 

2014: proceedings 

of the Research 

Forum at the 

BNHCRCs CRC & 

AFAC conference 

 

 

 Conference Paper: Promoting Child Resilience to Disasters: Policy, Practice, Research Conference Paper 2014 

 

 Google Scholar 

 BibTex 

 XML 

 

 Sound Cloud: Estimating the impacts of natural hazards on property and building losses                         

Project Background: http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/news/2015/century-natural-disasters-what-are-costs 

 

 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/opportunities/irdr-sc-member-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/opportunities/irdr-sc-member-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/07/eu-belmont-forum-call/
https://igfagcr.org/cra-2015-climate-predictability-and-inter-regional-linkages
https://igfagcr.org/cra-2015-climate-predictability-and-inter-regional-linkages
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/04/09/belmont-call-mountains-as-sentinels-of-change/
http://www.icsu.org/asia-pacific/news-centre/news/top-news/copy_of_Mountain_CRA_Call_for_Proposals_FINAL.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/02/10/gfdrrdfid/
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr-and-dfid-announce-challenge-fund
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr-and-dfid-announce-challenge-fund
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/10/periperiu-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/10/periperiu-3/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/CRA-Short-Course-Flyer-2015-Winter-or-Summer.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/03/27/icsu-rolac-science-officer/
http://www.icsu.org/latin-america-caribbean/news-centre/news/vacancy_science_officer2015.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/41728_41728the2015summerinstitutefordisas.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/41728_41728the2015summerinstitutefordisas.pdf
http://www.riskreductionafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/PPU-brochure_WEB-2.pdf
http://www.riskreductionafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/PPU-brochure_WEB-2.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/01/09/resilience-for-2015/
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/004
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/004
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/004
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/004
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/004
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2014_research_forum_proceeds_final_reduced_size.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2014_research_forum_proceeds_final_reduced_size.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2014_research_forum_proceeds_final_reduced_size.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2014_research_forum_proceeds_final_reduced_size.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2014_research_forum_proceeds_final_reduced_size.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2014_research_forum_proceeds_final_reduced_size.pdf
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-1622
http://scholar.google.com/scholar?btnG=Search%2BScholar&as_q=%22Promoting%2BChild%2BResilience%2Bto%2BDisasters%3A%2BPolicy%2C%2BPractice%2C%2BResearch%2BConference%2BPaper%2B2014%22&as_sauthors=Ronan&as_occt=any&as_epq=&as_oq=&as_eq=&as_publication=&as_ylo=&as_yhi=&as_sdtAAP=1&as_sdtp=1
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/export/bibtex/1622
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/export/xml/1622
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/resources/presentation-audio-video/1410
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/news/2015/century-natural-disasters-what-are-costs
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Upcoming Events 
 

MAY 

 BNHCRC: Disaster Management Conference 2015 – Gold Coast, Australia  3-5 May 2015 

 36th International Symposium on Remote Sensing of Environment – Berlin, Germany 11-15 May 2015 

 APEC Expert Group Meeting Disaster Risk - Boracay, The Philippines, 13-14 May 2015 

 7th International Conference on Seismology and Earthquake Engineering – Tehran, Iran 18-21 May 2015 

 UNOOSA / UN-SPIDER / DLR: International Conference on Earth Observation: “Global solutions for the 

challenges of sustainable development in societies at risk” – Bonn, Germany 26-28 May 2015 

 3rd Young Scientists Networking Conference on Integrated Science:  “Future Sustainability — the role of 

Science in the SDGs” - Menaggio, Italy 24-29 May 2015  

 

JUNE 

 IRDR 13th IRDR Science Committee Meeting – Qingdao, China 1-3 June 2015 

 IRDR China, Capacity Building Workshop - Qingdao, China 3-5 June 2015 

 ISDR Regional Office Asia, 1
st
 IAP meeting 2015 - Bangkok, Thailand 3-5 June 2015 

 ICLEI / Resilient Cities - Bonn, Germany 8-10 June 2015 

 1st Int. Workshop on Supporting FE with Global Geo-information – Beijing, China 9-10 June 2015 

 WCRP/WWRP: Workshop on Sub-seasonal to Seasonal Predictability of Monsoons – Jeju, Republic of Korea 

22-24 June 2015 

  

JULY 

 ICSU: Conference: Our Common Future under Climate Change – Paris, France 7-10 July 2015 

 Natural Hazards Center: 40th Annual Natural Hazards Research and Applications Workshop – Colorado, 

U.S.A. 19-22 July 2015 

 Natural Hazards Center: International Research Committee on Disasters Researchers Meeting – Colorado, 

U.S.A.  23 July 2015 

 Beijing Normal University: 2015 Summer Institute for Disaster and Risk Research – Beijing China 27 July – 7 

August 2015 

 

AUGUST 

 CONGEO Conference 2015: Natural Hazards and its Social Consequences – Ostrava, Czech Republic 24-27 

August 2015 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 BNHCRC: AFAC 15 (Adelaide 2015 Annual Conference) – Adelaide, Australia 1-3 September 2015 

 ISSC: World Social Science Forum – Durban, South Africa 13-16 September 2015 

 

 

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR) IPO 

c/o RADI / Chinese Academy of Sciences  

Room B713, No 9 Dengzhuang South Road, Haidian District, Beijing, China 100094 

Tel: +86 10 8217 8917 | Fax: +86 10 8217 8913 

LinkedIn: http://cn.linkedin.com/in/irdripo 

connect@irdrinternational.org | http://www.irdrinternational.org |  

 

© IRDR April 2015 

http://anzdmc.com.au/
http://www.isrse36.org/preliminary-programme/
http://www.iiees.ac.ir/English/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=767:7th-international-conference-on-seismology-and-earthquake-engineering&catid=3:iiees-news&Itemid=107
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/InfoNoteUN-GermanyBonn2015_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/InfoNoteUN-GermanyBonn2015_0.pdf
http://ngcc.sbsm.gov.cn/article/isprs_cn/News/201408/20140800005027.shtml
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/ws4monsoons4_h.pdf
http://www.commonfuture-paris2015.org/site/FR,C49318,I48722.htm?KM_Session=db19a3abf3ee7e40cab083b2e6c1617e
http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/workshop/current.html
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/41728_41728the2015summerinstitutefordisas.pdf
http://www.afac.com.au/events/conference2015
http://www.wssf2015.org/
http://cn.linkedin.com/in/irdripo
mailto:connect@irdrinternational.org
http://www.irdrinternational.org/

