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Founded in 1931, the International Council for Science (ICSU) is a non-governmental 
organization with a global membership of  national scientific bodies (114 Members, 
representing 134 countries) and international Scientific Unions (29 Members). The 
Council is frequently called upon to speak on behalf of the global scientific community 
and to act as an advisor in matters ranging from scientific conduct to the environment. 
ICSU’s activities focus on three areas: planning and coordinating research; science for 
policy; and strengthening the Universality of Science. 

ICSU’s mission is to strengthen international science for the benefit of society. To 
do this, ICSU mobilizes the knowledge and resources of the international science 
community to: 

Identify and address major issues of importance to science and society

Facilitate interaction amongst scientists across all disciplines and from all 
countries

Promote the participation of all scientists—regardless of race, citizenship,   
language, political stance, or gender—in the international scientific endeavour

Provide independent, authoritative advice to stimulate constructive dialogue 
between the scientific community and governments, civil society and the 
private sector. 
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